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RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, 1.4(D) 



1. Classified by Charge d 'Affaires a.i. Frederick Cook; 
for reasons 1.5 (8) and (D) 

SUMMARY 

3. (C) Following on a widely- observed day of absenteeism 
within the state-owned oil company, Petroleoa de Venezuela 
(PDVSA) , on March 21, pdvha President parra acted late 
Friday afternoon, March 22, to force the early retirement 
of two senior PDVSA executives. Representatives of the 
PDVSA Worker 1 * Assembly net on Sunday, March 24. and 
announced an April 1 deadline for respo nse,, to their demand 
that the two executives be re-instated. \ ^ 



J End Summary. 



PDVSA PROTESTS CONTINUE 



3. (C) PDVSA employees continued their protest during the 
week of March 18 with a day of absenteeism on March 31. 
The press reports that approximately 80 p ercent of PDVSA ' a 
administrative staff stayed borne that day.V "* 



EARLY RETIREMENT OR ELSE 



a. <UJ In the aftermath of the absences on March 21, PDVSA 
President Gaston Parra called in two senior managers on 
Friday afternoon, March 22, and offered them the choice of 
being fired or taking early retirement: Oscar Murillo, 
PDVSA' a General Counsel; and Armando Izquierdo, Public 
Affairs Manager. 
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7. (C) Representatives of the Pdvsa Worker '» Aeaeobly net 
on Sunday, March 34, and announced an April l deadline tor 
response to their demands, which now include the 
reinstatement ot Hurillo and Izquierdo. / 
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10. (C) The National Assembly acted the week of March 18 to 
form a mediating committee under the auspice* of Luis 
Salae, the head of j&e Assembly's Permanent Committee on 
Energy and wine*, 



SHAPIRO 



Additional Addressees: 



AMBMBASSY MEXICO 
AMSMBASSY PORT OP 3 PA IN 
AM5MBA5SY BRASILIA 
AMBMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMBMBASSY BOGOTA 
OPEC COLLECTIVE 



Distribution: 

TBD709S 
ACTION WHA-00 



IHFO 



LOG-00 

DOOB-00 

VC-00 

VCE-00 

PC- 01 

SS-00 



NP-00 

DOTE- 00 

FRB-00 

AC-01 

PH-00 

flTB-00 



DRL-02 G-00 



AID-00 

SRPP-00 

H-01 

NSA8-00 

PRS-00 

TRSB-00 

NPAT-00 



CEA-01 

KB-00 

TBDB-00 

NSCB-00 

ACS- 00 

USIB-00 

SAS-00 



CJAB-00 
BXIM-01 
INR-00 
OES-01 
SP-00 
R-00 
/011W 



CTMB-00 

B-00 

ITC-01 

OMB-01 

IRM-OO 

BPAB-00 



R 271716Z MAR 02 
VH AMSMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SBCSTATS MASHDC SJS1 
IHFO US DOC KASHDC 
SOB WAS HOC 
AMSMBASSY MEXICO 
AMSMBASSY PORT 09 SPAIN 
AMBMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMSMBASSY QUITO 
AMBMBASSY LIMA 
AMSMBASSY BOGOTA 
OPEC COLLECTIVE 



-7B6D5S 2717382 /3B 



DINT- 00 

PAAK-00 

L-00 

OPIC-01 

SSO-00 

PMB-00 
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